
4-60 Nationwide Personal Transportation Survey

Table 4.35

Number of Person Miles of Travel by Household Income and Mode of Transportation
1990 NPTS (millions)

Note: See Limitations of Data on Transit1 in Chapter 1, Section 5

Under $10,000- $20,000- $30,000- $40,000- Unreported
$10,000 19,999 29,999 39,999 and More Income TOTAL

PRIVATE VEHICLE
Auto, Van—Driver 47,583 105,658 151,974 173,167 443,224 250,423 1,172,029

(48.1%) (44.0%) (53.0%) (50.9%) (51.8%) (50.8%) (50.6%)
Auto, Van—Passenger 30,889 62,280 69,171 78,653 206,949 117,100 565,042

(31.2%) (25.9%) (24.1%) (23.1%) (24.2%) (23.7%) (24.4%)
Pickup 11,536 27,615 42,612 45,281 89,289 51,612 267,944

(11.7%) (11.5%) (14.9%) (13.3%) (10.4%) (10.5%) (11.6%)
Other Private Vehicle 232 5,156 5,260 7,996 10,646 5,677 34,967

(0.2%) (2.1%) (1.8%) (2.3%) (1.2%) (1.2%) (1.5%)
Subtotal 90,240 200,709 269,017 305,097 750,108 424,812 2,039,982

(91.2%) (83.5%) (93.8%) (89.6%) (87.6%) (86.2 %) (88.1%)
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Bus, Streetcar 3,066 8,590 3,396 3,950 7,081 9,106 35,189

(3.1%) (3.6%) (1.2%) (1.2%) (0.8%) (1.8%) (1.5%)
Rail/Subway2 497 1,216 2,454 2,703 6,930 4,058 17,858 

(0.5%) (0.5%) (0.9%) (0.8%) (0.8%) (0.8%) (0.8%)
Subtotal 3,563 9,806 5,850 6,653 14,011 13,164 53,047 

(3.6%) (4.1%) (2.0%) (2.0%) (1.6%) (2.7%) (2.3%)
OTHER MEANS
Amtrak 233 2,156 ** 45 2,653 21 5,108 

(0.2%) (0.9%) (0.0%) (0.0%) (0.3%) (0.0%) (0.2%)
Walk 1,798 1,591 1,518 1,251 2,554 2,705 11,418

(1.8%) (0.7%) (0.5%) (0.4%) (0.3%) (0.5%) (0.5%)
Bike 347 373 357 678 1,127 589 3,471

(0.4%) (0.1%) (0.1%) (0.2%) (0.1%) (0.1%) (0.1%)
School Bus 2,111 4,437 5,087 5,198 9,723 6,886 33,442

(2.1%) (1.8%) (1.8%) (1.5%) (1.1%) (1.4%) (1.4%)
Airplane ** 20,614 4,553 20,504 71,323 27,901 144,895

(0.0%) (8.6%) (1.6%) (6.0%) (8.3%) (5.7%) (6.3%)
Taxi 366 137 54 259 661 293 1,770

(0.4%) (0.1%) (0.0%) (0.1%) (0.1%) (0.1%) (0.1%)
Other 265 413 281 615 3,569 16,057 21,200

(0.3%) (0.2%) (0.1%) (0.2%) (0.4%) (3.2%) (0.9%)
Subtotal 5,120 29,720 11,850 28,550 91,610 54,452 221,303 

(5.2%) (12.4%) (4.1%) (8.4%) (10.7%) (11.0%) (9.6%)
TOTAL3 98,927 240,395 286,722 340,376 856,002 492,850 2,315,273

(100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%) (100%)

** Indicates no data reported.
1 Estimates of transit use are based on a total of 2870 travel day trips on

transit in the NPTS sample. The NPTS estimate of transit trips is 20% lower
than the Federal Transit Administration’s Section 15 reporting system.

2 Rail/Subway includes trips by subway, elevated rail and commuter train.
3 Includes miles of travel where mode of transportation is unreported.


