
4-44 Nationwide Personal Transportation Survey

The following five tables present person trav-
el activities categorized by the size of the
urbanized area of residence (see below).
More than 62% of Americans lived in urban-
ized areas in 1990 and they took 62.6% of all

person trips. On average, individuals resid-
ing in urbanized areas took shorter trips
than those living outside urbanized areas. 

Table 4.26

Statistics on Person Travel by Urbanized Area Size1

1990 NPTS

Number of Number of Average Trip Number of Number of Number of
Person Trips Person Miles Length2 Persons Households Trips per 

Urbanized Area Size (000) (000) (miles) (000) (000) Person

50,000 - 199,999 22,513,064 173,225,762 7.80 18,545 8,188 1,214
(9.0%) (7.5%) (8.4%) (8.8%)

200,000 - 499,999 17,096,063 127,862,307 7.61 14,732 6,570 1,160
(6.9%) (5.5%) (6.6%) (7.0%)

500,000 - 999,999 16,333,733 132,892,434 8.29 14,228 6,150 1,148
(6.5%) (5.7%) (6.4%) (6.6%)

1,000,000 or more
without rail/subway 49,974,714 443,535,384 9.05 44,045 18,505 1,135

(20.0%) (19.2%) (19.8%) (19.8%)

1,000,000 or more
with rail/subway 50,221,864 468,013,000 9.65 47,360 19,564 1,060

(20.1%) (20.2%) (21.3%) (21.0%)

Not in urbanized area 93,422,859 969,744,478 10.50 83,191 34.370 1,123
(37.4%) (41.9%) (37.5%) (36.8%)

TOTAL 249,562,297 2,315,273,365 9.45 222,101 93,347 1,124
(100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%) (100.0%)

1 An urbanized area is different from an MSA in that the urbanized area is
the more densely developed area of a metropolitan area, whereas MSA’s
follow county lines. (See Glossary, Appendix A)

2 Average trip length is calculated using only those records with trip mile
information present.


