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FOREWORD

ravel Behavior Issues in the
9(0's presents a preliminary exami-
V nation of the most recent personal
travel data relating to key questions of interest to
transportation planners and policymakers. Draw-
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Transportation Survey (NPTS) and the 19835 and
1989 American Housing Surveys {(AHS), it
provides a selective review of changes in the
amount, purpose, and mode of personal travel, as
related to various demographic and geographic
factors.

This is a key historical moment in the rela-
tionship between the implementation of new
surface transportation policy and real world
iravel behavior, There were significant chiainges
in travel behavior during the past decade and
there is every indication that the amount and

nature of personal travel may continue to change.

Many of the same social and demographic
factors that were related to travel behavior
change in the 1980’s are still at work—the aging
of the population, shrinking household size,
increases in the percent of women holding
driver’s licenses, increases in vehicle ownership,
and locational changes in where we live and
work. While this report does not attempt to be an
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exhaustive analysis of these factors, it does
provide a starting point for looking at personal
travel as a reflection of the choices we have
made in our social, economic, and cultural fabric.
There are more data available now to take a
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have been in at least a decade. In addition to the
NPTS and AHS data sets used in this report,

journey to work data from the 1990 Decennial

Census and data from a number of major metro-
politan planning organization (MPO) travel
surveys are being made available now. This
combination of data will allow further research
in all of the issue areas discussed in this report, as
well as other topics not yet addressed.

!“L[d.ll. J'.'lbd.ib}\.l, a lld.l..lUlIa.ll_y a.»kﬂuwlbusud
expert on transportation policy issues and inter-
pretation of transportation trends, is the author of
this report and we are gratified to have the ben-
efit of his extensive experience and analytical
capabilities. This report is part of a continuing
effort by this office to share important informa-
tion—even when preliminary-—with the trans-
portation community.

—Stephen C. Lockwood
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INTRODUCTION

he 1990 Nationwide Personal
Transportation Survey (NPTS) pro-

vides a wealth of material for inspec-
tion and analysis. Taken together, the present
study and the three previous studies are
America’s primary source of information on
trends in national travel behavior over the last
2(} years.

This report does not seek to summarize the
results of the survey nor to summarize what is
happening in American travel behavior. Other
products underway are focused on these goals.
Rather, this report has the pleasant task of
addressing the questions that if is believed are the
ones most people would most want to know
about when a comprehensive data source on
travel first becomes available. It seeks to antici-
pate the questions people will ask and attempts a
first look at an answer—""What happened to
women’s travel?” *“ Why did vehicle miles of
travel grow so much?” Most of the questions
relate to important public policy concerns—
“What is happening with transit?” “What are the
trends in travel times?”” All of the questions are
aimed at the interests of those who seek a better
understanding of the travel phenomenon.

Some of the material is preliminary at this
stage in the processing of the data set. But, it
seemed warranted to seek to get some material
into the hands of a waiting research community,

with an expression of warning about its prelimi-
nary character, rather than wait for definitive data
to become available. FFor instance, no data were
used involving geographic or temporal stratifica-
tions. That remains an exciting opportunity area
for others to pursue. The report uses both NPTS
data and data from the American Housing
Survey (AHS) of the Bureau of the Census,
sponsored by the Department of Housing and
Urban Development.

This report certainly does not exhaust the
number of policy and analytical questions that
might be investigated with these data sets.
There are many—"What are travel patterns of
households without vehicles?” “How does
household composition affect travel behav-
ior?” “What changes in travel happened in
areas that made major investments in {ransit or
highways in the 80’s?” There is a sense from
these data that we are seeing the final demo-
cratization of travel, as young and old, low
income populations, and women make
immense strides in personal transportation.
These and many more such questions should
be pursued. It is hoped that this report will
help stimulate the interest that will engage
many others in the inspection and use of these
data. There are many insights waiting to be
discovered.

—Alan E. Pisarski
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